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Re: Confirmation Programme 2022 - 2023
Dear Parent /Guardian,
I hope that all is well with you.  I am writing to you as your child is in a class to which the Sacrament of Confirmation is being offered this coming school year..  We ask you to consider carefully, in consultation with your child whether you wish to enrol them in the programme for the coming year.  It is the policy of the Parish to support all families whatever their decision around the Sacraments, in this hopefully both families who wish to enrol their children in the Confirmation programme and those who do not, will feel themselves equally supported.  It is my hope that no family would feel pressurised into a child receiving the sacraments, either by the fact that a majority in their class may do so, or that it it is the will of extended family or any other pressure.   It is genuinely important that the values of each family is respected and that they are offered genuine choice.
Families who do wish to enrol their children in the programme however, are strongly encouraged to participate fully in it, so that their children feel fully supported in this option.  We would ask you to make a commitment to supporting your child by taking them to church and also becoming involved in the supports the parish will offer. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]We will be contacting families who sign up for Confirmation in early September, with dates etc.  Confirmation will most likely be in early march, but this will be confirmed as soon as possible.  It is our hope at this stage to offer a series of meetings to parents throughout the winter to help them journey in the faith lives of their children, and hopefully deepen their own faith.  We understand how difficult it is for families to leave the home and find time for everything, we would hope therefore to make these supports avilable through Zoom, and would begin by listening to the needs of families .
Should you wish to enrol your child for the coming year, please complete the enclosed form and return it to your child’s class before the end of the school year or drop it into the presbytery before July 4th.  You may also scan and email it to office@westportparish.ie,
If there are any ways in which we may, at any time be of assistance to families in the parish, please do not hesitate to make contact with us.
Le gach dea-ghuí
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Fr. Charlie McDonnell
Administrator
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